
 

For the Love of Reading 
Early Years Conference, Saturday 7th March 2020 

 
 

 
Enjoying books and reading stories from a very early age is crucial in the development of 
children’s learning as it; helps with their ability to understand words, uses their imagination 
and creativity, develops their speech, and supports listening, attention and social skills. The 
more that children experience language and are exposed to books, the more they will gain 
an interest and passion for them. Reading is so much more than just quiet time in a cosy 
corner.  Young children need to be able to fully engage with stories and books and be able to 
respond to them with curiosity and enjoyment. This will promote the value and pleasure of 
reading and encourage an interest in reading throughout their lives. 
 
Adults play a significant role in the development of reading skills in young children and this 
conference aims to help all early year’s practitioners and teachers to support children at the 
beginning of their reading journey; inspiring schools and settings to build an effective reading 
curriculum that meets the needs of all learners.  The day will focus on motivating children to 
read for pleasure.  Building on their first-hand experiences and interests as a stimulus to 
enrich shared narratives and raise attainment. 

 

 

 

 

Programme for the day 
 
09:00 Registration, refreshments and networking  

09:30 An introduction to the day by the Assistant Director Integrated 

Early Years, Preventative and Youth Services 

Charles Barnard 

09:45 Keynote speaker Di Chilvers 

10:45 Refreshment break and exhibitors  

11:15 Workshop selection 1 See workshop options 

12:15  Workshop selection 2 See workshop options 

13:15 Lunch and networking  

14:00 End  

 
 

 
 
 
 

When & Where 
Saturday 7th March 2020 
Registration 09:00 
Prompt start 09:30  
Ends 14:00  
Includes Refreshments and 

buffet lunch 
 

University of West London 
St Mary’s Road 
Ealing W5 5RF 

 Booking deadline 17th February 2020 
Places are limited so please 
Book early to avoid disappointment. 
Workshop choices and booking form below. 
 

 



 

Keynote presentation 
 

  
 

When does talk turn into reading? 

Exploring the connections between communication, language and literacy 

Delivered by Di Chilvers 

 

Di will talk about the relationship between children’s talk and reading looking at children’s 

development, serve and return conversations and playful learning. This will be set against the 

backdrop of the proposed EYFS Reforms in CLLD. 

 

 

Biography 

Di Chilvers is an advisory consultant in early childhood education having worked in the early 
year’s sector for over 40 years as a Nursery Nurse, Teacher, Senior Lecturer, Adviser and 
National Strategies Regional Adviser.  Di works collaboratively with partners, settings, 
schools and LAs across the country to support the development of good practice in the early 
years.  Her work focuses on children’s creative and critical thinking and following children’s 
interests, ideas and fascinations through observing children, understanding their 
development and HOW they learn, listening to their conversational talk and trying to 
understand their thinking. 
 
Di also leads on professional development initiatives including Talk for Maths Mastery, Talk 
for Reading, Sustained Shared Thinking, Assessment for Learning and Leading Learning an 
observational approach. She has recently developed the Observation and Assessment Tool 
kit which is now available. 
 
Visits to Reggio Emilia, Denmark, New Zealand, Oman, Ghana and India have all influenced 
Di’s thinking and philosophy. 
 
She has written several books, many articles and has created an assessment tool called the 
Development Map – a holistic, child centred way of mapping children’s development and 
progress. 
 
Her forthcoming book ‘How to recognise and support mathematical mastery in young 
children’s play – Learning from the Talk for Maths Mastery Initiative’ is published later this 
year. 
 

For more information about Di please see her website at www. watchmegrow.uk  

https://www.developmentmap.co.uk/
http://watchmegrow.uk/


 
 

Workshop Options  
 

Workshop Title Facilitator/s Time Description 

Workshop A 
The children are the stories 

Di Chilvers 
11:15 

repeated 
12:15 

Using Learning Stories to make the connection between talking, reading and thinking. 
Sharing research informed practice from Grove House and South Acton Nursery Schools 
(Ealing) and Tinsley Meadows Primary Academy in Sheffield. 

Workshop B 
Sensory Stories! 

Early Start SEND Team 
11:15 

repeated 
12:15 

Sensory stimulation is vital for the development and maintenance of a child’s brain in the 
Early Year’s (and this is true for all ages). 
This workshop will give you inclusive, practical ideas on how you can inspire a love of 
storytelling and books for children with a range of additional needs through the use of 
Sensory Stories. 
 
The workshop will explore: 

▪ What are sensory stories  
▪ Why we tell stories this way  
▪ How do we effectively deliver a sensory story! 

Workshop C 
Fun with sounds: getting 
ready for Reading 

Early Start Speech and 
Language Team 

11:15 
repeated 

12:15 

Come along to our workshop with the Ealing Speech and Language Therapy team to learn 
about how sound awareness skills develop and how these skills are vital in helping children 
get ready for reading. We will provide you with evidence-based and practical resources and 
strategies to support children to have fun with reading! 

Workshop D 
There are better ways to 
engage children in a story 
than merely reading from a 
book 

Lizzie Ross and Natasha 
Henry 
Early Years Consultants 

11:15 
repeated 

12:15 

Building on children’s first-hand experiences and interests as a stimulus to enrich shared 
narrative and storytelling. 
 
In this work shop you will have the opportunity to explore and develop your story telling 
skills based on children’s first-hand experiences and multi-sensory learning making the 
links between narrative and early reading. 

Workshop E 
An Introduction to 
‘Hotseating’ in the early 
years 

Samira John-Bailey 
Early Years Consultant 

11:15 
repeated 

12:15 

This workshop introduces ‘hotseating’ as a strategy to enable children to explore story 
characters’ motives and intentions (for 3-5 year olds). 

  
 

Indicate on your booking the top three workshops you would like to attend 
Please list them in order of preference for example C, D, A 

(your third option is a reserve in case space is not available on your first and second option) 
 

  



 

 
Early Years Conference 
For the Love of Reading 
Saturday 7th March 2020 
University of West London, Ealing 
 

Booking Form 

Please note we can only offer 2 places per setting. If additional places become available, we will offer these to individuals from the reserve 
list. You will receive a confirmation of your place by e-mail from the Early Years Training Team after the booking deadline. 

 
 
Name of setting / childminder: 

 

 

 

Setting / childminder email address 
for confirmation of place(s) 
 

 

 
 
 

Workshop 
choice 1 
11:15 hrs 

Workshop 
choice 2 
12:15 hrs 

Workshop 
choice 3 
(Reserve) 

Dietary requirements 

Delegate 1 Name   
 
 

   

Delegate 2 Name  
 
 

    

Reserve 1 delegate name 
 
 

    

Reserve 2 delegate name 
 

    

 
Please complete and email to Early Years Training trainingsupport@ealing.gov.uk by Monday 17th February 2020 
 

 
 

mailto:trainingsupport@ealing.gov.uk


   
How to get there  
 
 
UNIVERSITY OF WEST LONDON 
ST MARY'S ROAD 
EALING 
W5 5RF 
 
Travel by tube / train 
The site has three London Underground stations within easy walking distance: 
 

▪ Ealing Broadway (District and Central lines) - 15 minutes 
▪ Ealing Common (District and Piccadilly lines) - 20 minutes 
▪ South Ealing (Piccadilly line) - 10 minutes 

 
There is also an over-ground rail service at Ealing Broadway, taking you to London Paddington in just ten minutes and linking up with major 
train stations. 
 
Travel by bus 
A regular bus service (number 65) runs from immediately outside Ealing Broadway station to the Ealing site. 
 
Travel by car 
Please note that there is no car park available at the University site. Please use the public car parks within the Ealing area. 
 
The Ealing site lies on the B455 which runs between the A4 and A4020 (Uxbridge Road). 
 
The M4 motorway is a few minutes' drive away from Ealing (junction 2). 
 
The A40 is a short drive away and accessible from Hanger Lane or Perivale. 


